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Any scheme for vocational education which takes its point
of departure from the industrial regime that now exists,
is likely to assume and to perpetuate its divisions and weak-
nesses, and thus to become an instrument in accomplishing
the feudal dogma of social predestination. Those who are in a
position to make their wishes good, will demand a liberal,
a cultural occupation, and one which fits for directive power
the youth in whom they are directly interested. To split
the system, and give to others, less fortunately situated, an
education conceived mainly as specific trade preparation, is
to treat the schools as an agency for transferring the older
division of labor and leisure, culture and service, mind and
body, directed and directive class, into a society nominally
democratic. Such a vocational education inevitably dis-
counts the scientific and historic human connections of the
materials and processes dealt with. To include such things
in narrow trade education would be to waste time; concern
for them would not be ' practical.' They are reserved for
those who have leisure at command — the leisure due to
superior economic resources. Such things might even be
dangerous to the interests of the controlling class, arousing
discontent or ambitions ' beyond the station ' of those work-
ing under the direction of others. But an education which
acknowledges the full intellectual and social meaning of a
vocation would include instruction in the historic background
of present conditions; training in science to give intelli-
gence and initiative in dealing with material and agencies of
production; and study of economics, civics, and politics,
to bring the future worker into touch with the problems of
the day and the various methods proposed for its improve-
ment. Above all, it would train power of readaptation to
changing conditions so that future workers would not become
blindly subject to a fate imposed upon them. This ideal
has to contend not only with the inertia of existing educa-
tional traditions, but also with the opposition of those who

